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Graduate Studies & Field Research

07:780 Graduate Scholarly Writing
Summer 2011 Term 1
Instructor:  Dr. Marion Terry



Telephone: (204) 727-9793
Office: Room #109, Education Building 

Email: terry@brandonu.ca 
Course Description
Students will analyse and practice a variety of forms of written communication, including recovery of meaning (through analysis, synthesis and evaluation), conceptualization, categorical frameworks, exposition, autobiography, editing, and bibliographic notation, modeled on current practices in research and scholarly publication in education.
Course Objectives
· to develop advanced writing and self-editing skills within the context of your academic specialization: educational administration, special education, curriculum and instruction, or counselling

· to become adept at using the APA manual

· to conduct electronic searches for library materials

· to distinguish between scholarly and non-scholarly publications

· to synthesize information from electronic and print sources 

· to write an academic paper without plagiarism

· to develop skills for technical writing of funding proposals and reports

· to master the writing skills necessary to perform well in other graduate courses 

Required Texts & References 
· American Psychological Association. (2009). Publication manual of the American


Psychological Association (6th ed.). Washington, DC: Author. 

· Fowler, H. R., Aaron, J. E., & McArthur, M. (2008). The Little, Brown Handbook (6th Can. ed.). Toronto, ON: Pearson Education Canada.
 

· a dictionary and a thesaurus
Additional Resources

You will have access to the BU library and a computer lab throughout the course.  
Course Assignments (APA 6th edition) 
The assignments are to be sent to Dr. Terry by email attachment in Word. Because she needs to mark your assignments in time to provide follow-up feedback and instruction during class time, she will not accept assignments that are handed in late for units 1-4. The late penalty for unit 5’s final essay will be 15% per day to a maximum of 30%.
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Class Participation (ongoing)

You will use the Moodle platform to access course information and supplementary documents. At the end of every unit, you will post comments to the Moodle forum.

/15
Unit One – Case Self-Study (2-3 pages plus the title page and list of references) 

· assigned July 11
· due July 14
In addition to learning how to use the Moodle platform, you will spend the first unit learning how to use print and web-based sources as a foundation for writing a short expository case study in APA style. The essays that are produced will be used as source material to provide follow-up instruction in advanced writing and self-editing skills. This is the only assignment in the course that is not tailored to your academic specialization in educational administration, special education, curriculum and instruction, or counselling.

/20
Unit Two – Annotated Bibliography (5 entries plus the title page and list of references) 

· assigned July 13
· due July 19
· note that units two and three are due at the same time
In addition to participating in advanced writing and APA lessons based on the preliminary papers, you will spend the second unit learning how to find scholarly journal articles online and how to use these articles to write an annotated bibliography in alphabetical order and APA style.  Each item in the annotated bibliography will consist of the following:


-  the bibliographic entry as it would appear in a list of references at the end of an essay

-  an annotative paragraph of 3-5 sentences that describe the content of the article
In order for the journal articles to be useful in other courses, you should select articles that are no more than 5 years old and that are relevant to your preferred area of scholarship, for example, current critical issues around special education and special needs learners. Only scholarly articles will be accepted for this assignment, based on the following criteria: at least 10 pages long and ending with a list of at least 10 references.  
/5 
Unit Three – Journal Article Critique (1-2 pages plus the title page) 

· assigned July 13
· due July 19
· note that units two and three are due at the same time
In addition to advanced writing and APA lessons based on the preliminary papers and annotated bibliographies, you will spend the third unit learning how to write a journal article critique. You may choose one of the articles from your annotated bibliography – or a different article, if you wish. Again, this critique will be on a topic directly related to your specialization.
Your critique will consist of four paragraphs, as follows:

-  one paragraph to describe the content of the article

-  one paragraph to identify the article’s strength(s) 

-  one paragraph to identify the article’s weakness(es)
-  one paragraph to explain the article’s relevance to your area of scholarship
/10
Unit Four – Funding Proposal (3-4 pages plus the title page)

· assigned July 14
· due July 20
As a precursor to writing your final paper, you will develop a funding proposal related to your area of scholarship. For example, if you are in the educational administration stream, you may wish to write a proposal based on the need for specialized programming, personnel, or equipment. If you are in the special education stream, you may wish to write a proposal based on the need for level 3 funding for a special needs child.  

/40
Unit Five – Final Paper (6-8 pages plus the title page and list of references)

· assigned July 19
· due July 28
You will spend the final unit of the course writing your final paper. This paper will provide the literature support for your funding proposal topic. You will need at least 10 print and web-based sources, 5 of which will probably be the articles that you chose for your annotated bibliography (although you are welcome to choose other sources if you wish). The paper will be written in APA style, according to the same instructions that have been given for the preliminary paper. Your reference list will consist of the following:


-  at least 5 scholarly journal articles published within the last 5 years


-  at least 1 book published within the last 10 years

-  at least 1 web-based source posted within the last year 
Assignment Schedule

	Assignment
	Date Assigned
	Date Due
	Value

	Class participation
	(ongoing)
	(ongoing)
	   /10

	Case Self-Study
	July 11
	July 14
	   /15

	Annotated Bibliography
	July 13
	July 19  
	   /20

	Journal Article Critique
	July 13
	July 19
	     /5

	Funding Proposal
	July 14
	July 20
	   /10

	Final Paper
	July 19 
	July 28
	   /40


Grade Equivalencies 
The minimum grade requirement for the graduate program is B. 

A+
96-100%

B+
81-85%

C+
66-70%

A
91-95%

B
76-80%




A-
86-90%

B-
71-75%
Academic dishonesty will cancel out all of the above calculations and result in a final grade of F-AD (Fail-Academic Dishonesty)
Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, the following:

a. handing in work for which you have already received credit in another course

b. quoting someone else's writing word for word without putting the excerpt in quotation marks and citing the author with the page or paragraph number

c. paraphrasing someone else's writing without citing the author with the page or paragraph number

 (Refer to the Graduate Calendar, section 5.3.2, for other examples of academic dishonesty.)
Instructor / Course Evaluation
The anonymous course evaluations will be completed online. All students are expected to complete the evaluation. Dates of the evaluation will be communicated by the instructor through the Graduate Studies Office. 

Attendance at Lectures and Practical Work: 

(refer to the Graduate Calendar, section 5.3.1)

1. All students are expected to be regular in their attendance at lectures and labs. While attendance per se will not be considered in assessing the final grade, it should be noted that in some courses participation in class activities may be required. 

2. For limited enrolment courses, students who are registered but do not attend the first three classes or notify the instructor that they intend to attend, may have their registration cancelled in favour of someone else wishing to register for the course. 

3. Students who are unable to attend a scheduled instruction period because of illness, disability, or domestic affliction should inform the instructor concerned as soon as possible. 

4. Instructors may excuse absences for good and sufficient reasons. 

� Use The Little Brown Handbook for writing skills support only – the APA information in this book is incorrect. Use the APA manual for APA support. 








